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ROCK CITY SAMS 
 
The Rock City Sams held their October meeting at the Fall Samboree in Fort Smith.  We welcomed 
new members, G.W. & Anna Sanders to our chapter.  There were no minutes to read at the meet-
ing.  Ann Scott read the Treasurerõs Report & it was approved.  Risa Russell was voted in as Sec-
retary for 2012.  
 
The chapter voted at this meeting to eliminate the birthday and anniversary assessments and 
have a $20.00 fee  per year, per rig for membership dues.   To be considered an active chapter the 
International portion of the chapter dues must be received at International Headquarters in Cali-
fornia by November 1, 2011.  Send your checks to Ann Scott, Chapter Treasurer 2011 -ASAP.   
 
The Fall Samboree was a big success even though the number of rigs was down.  We all made 
new friends and renewed old friendships. Henrietta Campsalot & the Variety Show were lots of 
fun.  A few people from our own chapter participated in both.   
 
Rock City did not have enough members present to have the 50/50 pipe cleaner project as 
planned.  Ann Scott, Chairman of the By -Laws committee read the suggested changes the second 
time.  The changes will be voted on at the November chapter meeting at Golden Pond, Shirley, 
AR. 
 
Gene & SuRita Hicklin will be host for the November meeting.  The menu for Friday night will be 
grilled hamburgers.  The Hicklins will provide the hamburger meat and the membership will pro-
vide the sides (buns, lettuce, tomatoes, onion, chips, dips, desserts, etc).  Please contact Gene & 
SuRita and let them know what you intend to bring.  Saturday morning the Hicklins are planning a 
terrific breakfast for us: coffee, pancakes, sausage and bacon.  See you in November.  

Another Fall Samboree has come 

and gone.  If you missed it, you 

missed a good time.  It wasn't the 

largest, but we had good fun, food, 

and fellowship. 

  

As I write this, we are in Clare-

more, OK for their Fall Samboree.  

It has been a good one so far.  We 

are going to have to miss Texas and, 

probably, LA Samborees.  More 

back problems, so home to the Dr. 

for both of us.  Nine Arkansas cou-

ples traveled to Claremore, and we 

have had a good time.  Last night 

Good Sam himself visited with us.  

We all had our picture made with 

him. 

  

Thanks again to Derrick City Sams 

for the stage decoration and the skit.  

Good job!!!!!! Thanks also to Pam-

ela Harrell, Ann Scott, Mary Ty-

son, & Dee Nery.  They and their 

crew gave us some very good enter-

tainment for 2 nights. Thanks to all 

who participated, òYou were awe-

some.ó  I cannot say enough good 

things for our State Staff, even 

when some (with help from Kansas) 

stuffed the receipt box.  Good show 

Molly!  

 

As always, òSmile, God loves you.ó 

 

Tommy 

WHISPERING PINES TRAVELERS  
 
The October meeting was held at the Samboree in Fort Smith, and there were 9 rigs present.  
 
This coming year we will not be selling the Entertainment books.  Details were available from the 
previous yearõs representative. 
 
The by -law amendments were accepted with over a 2/3 majority of the Chapter.  After we get them 
approved we will get copies made so each rig will have one.  
 
At the Christmas Party December 8, 2011 at Little Rock Air Force Base, we will have a gift exchange; 
and the gift should be $10.00.  It was decided to help Ronald McDonald House by bringing paper prod-
ucts, child appropriate DVDs and or a money donation to the Christmas Party.  
 
Lisa Duckworth did a lot of work on our scrapbook, and it paid off because we got 1st place at the Fall 
Samboree.  
 
The November campout will be at Cane Creek State Park in Star City on the 17 - 19th.  Our Wagon-
master Bill Wortham has plans to have a Hobo Stew, Hamburger cookout and also breakfast.  Ruby 
Wortham said we may have a pot luck dinner, too.  If you haven't made reservations at the park you 
probably should.  
 
If you have books you are finished with, bring them to the Cane Creek campout; and we will have a 
book exchange.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Phyllis Plunk  

SECOND CHANCE SAMS  
 
The Second Chance Sams chapter held their semi -annual  meeting during the Ft Smith Samboree 
on October 13, 2011 at Western Sizzlinõ restaurant.  President Tom Anderson called the meeting 
to order after a very good meal.  After the pledge of Alliance 12 rigs answered roll call.  The min-
utes and financial report were read.  There being no corrections, motions were made and ap-
proved.  
 
A letter was read from Kimberly Smith of Dogs for the Deaf thanking the chapter for its donation 
made after the spring Samboree. Patches were awarded to members for their efforts.   
 
The current slate of officers was reelected for one more year.  
 
Tom Anderson reminded everyone to participate in programs in their areas and report to him as a 
part of chapter activities during cleanup.  
 
Harold and Betty Keen were approved as new members.  
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.  
 
After the meeting a table was set up at the Samboree to raffle a $50.00 umbrella.  A total of 
$229.00 was collected with proceeds to go to Dogs for the Deaf; Rae Russo won the drawing.  
 
Several persons inquired about membership and Rae Russo was signed as a new member.  
 
Respectably submitted,  
Bernie Bauer, Secretary  



Pauletteõs 

Palette 

 

 

Arnie and I send our congratulations to 

Tommy and the entire staff for a fun 

time at the Fall Samboree.  Check out 

the back page of this newsletter to see 

the fun our group had at the Oklahoma 

Samboree.   

 

We left the Samboree and came to Bull 

Shoals SP for park hosting.  Weõve had 

the benefit of some showers and cooler 

weather, and itõs still a beautiful place.  

Watching the squirrels play is one of 

our favorite pastimes.  I picked up 5 pe-

cans that others didnõt beat me to, but 

didnõt think about leaving them in the 

golf cart.  Within 2 hours they were 

found and eaten leaving a mess by 

guess who!! 

 

PLEASE send your next arti-

cles for the newsletter to me 

c/o Citrus Mobile & RV Park, 

1700 Lime Street, Edinburg, 

TX 78539.  Continue to send 

your articles there until March 

25, 2012.  
 

Feel free to call either of us if you have 

wants or questions or suggestions or 

just want to visit.  We enjoy spending 

time with friends. 

 

Weõre looking forward to connecting 

with Arkansas Good Sammers at the 

Good Sam get-togethers at Peter Piper 

Pizza, Alamo, TX this winter.  Weõll see 

the rest of our Good Sam friends at the 

Samboree in April 2012.  Until when, 

love yourselves and each other.  May 

2012 be all you hope it will be and may 

God keep you safe. 

 

Paulette 

 Page 3      Arkansam News       2011  

ARKANSAS ROADRUNNERS  
 
Well folks, sorry this is late.  Your President has been promoted from proof-reader to writer.  Your Secretary is busy 

building himself a new workshop and completely forgot about this little duty. 
 

The Goodwins, Gergs, Chopps, Alma Lea Snow, and yours truly with spouse showed up in Russellville.  We had a great 

time and want to thank Pat and Paul Smith, our Area 2 ASDôs, for making it great.  I know they put a lot of work and 

thought into the 3-day outing and it showed. 

 

We had a great time at the Chinese Auction; all of the Road Runners put lots of tickets in the items we thought we could 

put in our Samboree Raffle baskets and managed to get a few.  (Peggy, Betty, who got the big Christmas Bear, has 

donated it back to be placed in the Christmas Raffle basket, so you have another chance to get it back.)  The potluck 

meals were fantastic as always and the entertainment in the evenings was very enjoyable.  There were all kinds of 

games being played both inside and outside.  The weather cooperated so it was not too hot nor too cold.  Pat had talked 

to Camping World and they donated a whole discount area of goodies for Door Prizes that were given away each night.  
I think almost every rig won something.  Then there was the Cake Walk.  Lots and lots of wonderful baked goodies.  I 

won a nice plate of peanut butter cookies on the third round, then I let my spouse take my seat and he spent the rest of 

my $5.50 and did not even get close to the winning plate.  I'm not expecting him to win anything at the Samboree if his 

luck continues in this pattern!  I don't remember if we had any winners in the games, but I do know we were represented 

as I saw Jackie playing both Skip-BO and Pegs & Jokers.  Both she and Wes along with Alma Lea were playing Base-

ball.  Connie Gerg and my spouse, Dave, played Bocce Ball.  I saw the last of both the Baseball and Bocce Ball games 

and next time I will plan my time better so I can play.  I'm sure I am forgetting things that happened; all I can say is if 

you missed it, you missed a good time.  Sorry this is so vague.  Neither Dave nor I took notes and a lot has happened 

around our homestead in the last week .  Which reminds me of a story Jerry told on himself.  He was taking a nap dur-

ing the Friendship campout getting rested up for one of the events when his cell phone rang.  He pressed a button and 

put the object from the table beside him to his ear.  Nothing.  He pressed another button and put it back to his ear, still 
nothing.  The ringing from the phone continued all the while.  He finally figured out he was holding the TV remote.  He 

got all the little black plastic cubes straight, answered the phone and completed his conversation.  At that point Peggy 

enters the situation and Jerry decides to get her involved by asking her where his glasses are, she replies, on your face!  

It gives me comfort to know others have these 'Senior Moments' too. 

 

The November campout is the 14th, 15th, 16th in Branson, MO at the Stagecoach RV Park, 5751 State Hwy 165.  

Phone is 417-335-8185.   

 

Thatôs all for now, have a great time RVing! 

 

Dave Snow, Secretary by Carol Snow 

Joe Brown, a life member of the Good Sam's Club and the first President of River Valley Sam's Chapter passed 
away on Monday, October 17, 2011.  Visitation was Wednesday, October 19th 5-7PM at Humphrey's Funeral 
Home in Russellville, AR.  His funeral was held Thursday, October 20th at 2PM at Humphrey's Funeral Chapel. 
 
You may view his  information at Humphrey'sFuneralHome.com 



Page 4                                  Arkansam News                                                                 2011  

 

Jacob William Gottsponer  
 

Jacob William Gottsponer age 80 of Morrilton, Arkansas, passed away Monday, August 22, 2011.  He was born March 15, 1931, in St.  Vincent, 
Arkansas, a son of Joseph Gottsponer and Caroline Vetter Gottsponer.  Mr. Gottsponer was a member of Sacred Heart Catholic Ch urch, a vet-
eran of the National Guard, was an industrial factory supervisor, Eucharistic Minister and minister to the sick for 24 years,  Pre-Cana where he 
spoke on topics, Co-coordinator of Pre -Cana along with his wife, Chairman of Sacred Heart Cemetery for 10 years.  He also was a Past Faithful 
Navigator of 4th Degree Knights of Columbus, was Purser Chancellor 3rd degree, Family Activity Chairman 3rd degree for two ye ars, 1998-1999 
Knight of the Year for Council 5209, former Sacred Heart School Board Member, National Delegate with Woodman of the World in Omaha, 
Nebraska for the last six years.  Jacob loved the outdoors and traveling in his camper.  
 
Survivors include his wife of 51 years, Bertha Siebenmorgen Gottsponer of Morrilton; daughter, Donna (Tim) Payne of Morrilton  and their chil-
dren, Eric and wife Dana Payne of Atkins, and Kyle Payne of Morrilton; 3 sons, Kenneth (Terrie) Gottsponer of Morrilton, and the ir children Brit-
tany and Kourtney, and Danny (Cindy) Gottsponer of Morrilton and their children, Rebecca, Adam, and Philip, Kevin (Laura) Got tsp oner of Morril-
ton and their children, Brock and Callie; three great -grandchildren, Breana, Mikaela, and Madisyn; three brothers, Carl of Dover , Herman of 
Morrilton, and Louis of St. Vincent; 3 sisters, Sr. Mary Gottsponer of Chatawa, Mississippi, Theresa Owens of St. Louis, Miss ouri, and Clara 
Acklin of Morrilton.  
 
He was preceded in death by one grandson, Jeremy Payne; two brothers, Oscar and Joseph Jr.; and one sister, Catherine Victory .  Funeral mass 
was 10:00 a.m. Friday, August 26, 2011, at Sacred Heart Catholic Church with Father Charles Thessing and Father Jim Burnie of fic iating.  Burial 
was at Sacred Heart Cemetery by Harris Funeral Home of Morrilton. The family received friends from 6:00 -7:00 p.m. Thursday, Augu st 25, at 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church with Rosary following at 7:00 p.m.  Memorial contributions may be made to Sacred Heart Endowment  Fund.  

2011 AREA 2 FRIENDSHIP CAMPOUT  
 

It was a terrific gathering at Outdoor Living Center in Russellville for the Area 2 Friendship Campout, September 13-14-15.  There were fifteen (15) rigs from Sugar Loaf 

Sams plus a sixteenth with our newest prospective members.  The Arkansas Roadrunners brought five (5) rigs and there were three (3) from La Petite Roche.  We were de-

lighted to have state officers Orlan and Molly Abernathy with us for the three days and more who drove to spend Thursday with us.  Those who joined us for the day were 

State Director Tommy Blackwell and State Secretary Shirley Blackwell, Assistant State Director Dan Freyaldenhoven and wife Shirley, and Area 4 Directors Lawrence 

and J.D. Henley. 

 

Area 2 Directors Paul and Pat Smith furnished sloppy joes for our Tuesday evening meal with the other campers providing all the "fixin's." As usual, we were well fed all 

week.  I don't think anyone has ever gone away hungry from a Good Sam gathering. 

 

There was great participation in the games - bocce ball, beanbags for both men and women, pegs 'n' jokers, and two teams of men versus women for sandbag baseball.  Of 

course a number of other games were also played throughout the campout.  The Chinese auction took place with all the usual 'interesting' items. Twenty-two bakery items 

were donated for the lively cake 'walk'. At twenty-five cents for each participant for 22 rounds, we were able to help defray some of the cost for the Area 2 Directors.  Bob 

Carr from Sugar Loaf Sams had a short devotional on Friday morning to send us on our way.  With a week of good weather and wonderful fellowship, what more could we 

ask for? 

 

Diane Plummer, Secretary, Sugar Loaf Sams 


