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AREA 3 2010 FRIENDSHIP CAMPOUT  

 

Scheduled for March 24-26 (early check-in beginning March 22) at Craighead County Fairgrounds, 2731 Highland Drive, Jonesboro, AR.  Rate 

will be $10.00/night; walk-ins $3.00/person.  15-amp electricity and water available.  Sewer dump station available on grounds.  Please come 

with fresh water tank full and holding tank empty. 
 

Activities include lots of games, bingo, and a Chinese Auction.  Bring items for the Chinese Auction and hone your gaming skills.  Bettyõs fa-

mous bean supper (potluck) is on the menu as well as a hamburger cookout and pancake breakfast. 

 

Contact Marzell and Curtis Carmickle at 870-892-4836 or cell phone 870-378-0915.   

RSVP if possible. 

 

AREA 4 2010 FRIENDSHIP CAMPOUT  

March 4-7, 2010 
Pecan Grove RV Park, Lake Village, AR 

 

 

Please make your plans now to attend and have a good time.  Rates are $20/night; 50 amp service and cable are $1.10 each. 

 
 Thursday:  Games; soup supper by Lawrence & JD Henley 

    Evening entertainment: òOver the Hill Gangó 
 

 Friday:   Games; potluck supper; Bingo 
 

 Saturday:  Sausage/pancake breakfast; Chinese Auction 

    Evening meal by Mr. Bunker (Pecan Grove) 
    Skits 

 
 Sunday:  Coffee and donuts; departing devotional 

 
Contact Lawrence and JD Henley at  501 -749-3254.   
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ARKANSAS ONE  
 
The December meeting and Christmas party was held at the 
home of Rex and Katy Weaver in Hot Springs on December 6.  
We enjoyed the Sunday afternoon meeting, a holiday meal, 
and good fellowship.  Katy cooked turkey and dressing and 
everyone else brought holiday favorites.  Special guests were 
the McDowells, the Freyaldenhovens, and the Blackwells.  
 
A report on our annual Angel project was given. Our gifts 
made it possible to purchase Christmas items for 4  children.  
With careful shopping, Brenda also managed to get bicycles 
for 3 of the children from the same family.  This has been an 
annual project of Arkansas One for the past 10 -12 years.  
 
Current officers were reelected to serve another year.  It was 
also voted to bring items monthly for Ronald McDonald 
House.  Items needed include paper goods and individual toi-
letry items.   
 
Arrangements will be made for the January meeting at 
Smokinõ in Style in Hot Springs. 
 
Hosts for the 2010 meetings are assigned from the member-
ship roster in alphabetical order.  Hosts choose the site and 
plan meals and activities.  Campouts are always held the third 
full weekend of each month.  

Jim C. Burdick Of Ft. Smith, AR 

Went to meet our Lord 

December 9, 2009, Age:  66 
 

Jim was born in McAlester, OK on May 31, 1943.  He was adopted by Jessie J and Lucy C Burdick on his 2nd 
birthday and lived in McAlester until age 5.  They moved to Spiro, OK where Jim attended 12 years of school.  
He was the Drum Major for the Spiro Marching Band for his last two years of high school. 
 
He joined the U.S. Marine Corps in 1963 and was assigned to the Third Air Wing, Third Marine Division, El 
Toro, California.  He served as a jet mechanic.  He spent his Vietnam assignment as a crew chief for transport 
planes flying in and out of Da Nang.   
 
He met his wife of 44 years while stationed at El Toro.  He married Barbara L. Nichols August 26, 1965 in 
Huntington Beach, CA.   
 
Jim was discharged in 1967 and moved to Tulsa, OK where he was employed by Douglas Aircraft.  Jim 
moved his family to Spiro, OK in 1969 and went to work for Whirlpool Corp. for 6 years when he left and 
went into the construction field and began building custom homes.  In 1975 Jim joined the Oklahoma Na-
tional Guard and after three years transferred to the U.S. Army Reserves where he finished his military ca-
reer serving in the 95th Division (IT) serving as the Division Command Sergeant Major under General Bill 
Jester.  Jim had a combined military service of 30 years and 8 months. 
 
Jim went to work for St. Edward Mercy Medical Center in 1979 and retired from there in 2005.  Jim served as 
the RV Park Host at Ft. Chaffee RV Park for 2 years until he was diagnosed with ALS.  He left in March 
2009. 
 
He was a member of Trinity Baptist Church in Pocola, OK; member and Past President of Vietnam Veterans 
of America Chapter #467; and a member of Belle Point Chapter of the Good Sams Club.  He was preceded 
in death by a biological sister Donna Wood and a biological brother Jack Wood. 
 
He is survived by his wife Barbara, two daughters and two sons-in-law, one son and daughter-in-law, a 
biological sister and three biological brothers, five granddaughters and one great granddaughter. 
 
Memorials may be made to the Muscular Dystrophy Association, 6101 Highway 271 South, Fort Smith, AR 
72908. 

Happy 2010!  We are implementing the 

new email distribution of the Arkansam 

News this month.  We are mailing them 

as well as emailing them to those who 

wish to receive it this way.  So check it 

out. 

 

We have been cleaning house to make 

room for the truckload of stuff Dan & 

Shirley brought us.  We have almost 

found a place for all of it. 

 

We attended a number of chapter Christ-

mas parties in December and enjoyed 

every one of them.  We most enjoyed 

meeting so many of our members.  I also 

gained about 10 pounds, so now I am on 

a salad diet. 

 

I am sad to report that Mac and Judy 

McDowell are stepping down as ASDs, 

but happy and excited that Pam and 

Bennie Harrell will be the new ASDs for 

Area 6.  Mac and Judy will remain on 

staff, helping with parking and registra-

tion.  They have done an excellent job as 

ASD, and we give them a BIG THANKS 

for that. 

 

I am still looking for someone to serve on 

an entertainment committee.  Now that 

the holidays are over and everyone has 

more time, Iôm sure someone will volun-

teer.  PLEASE. 

 

Thanks to all the chapters and individuals 

who contributed to Dan and Shirleyôs 

money tree.  I think he planted it; I have-

nôt heard if it sprouted yet! 

 

I am looking forward to seeing all of you 

at the Spring Samboree in Texarkana in 

April.  I recently had cataract surgery so I 

can really see all of you now. 

 

As always, Happy Camping, 

 

Tommy  



Pauletteõs 

Palette 

  

My, My!  How the best laid plans of 
mice and men get thwarted before they 
even really get started.  Or, so it seems.  
 
Arnie and I hadnõt been in South TX a 
week before one of our chapter mem-
bers notified me that he had received 
an email from me requesting $2,500 to 
help me as I was stranded in Europe!  
That was the beginning of almost 20 
phone calls that day about the situa-
tion.  To those of you who generously 
offered to help, I give you my sincere 
thanks.  I hope no one sent money since 
this was a scam that included the pirat-
ing of my entire email contact list and 
the changing of my email account pass-
word so that I could no longer use the 
account.  
 
Anyway, with the help of Good Sam-
mers across AR and my many friends 
and family, I have been able to recon-
struct my email contact list (at least 
enough to get this issue of the Ar-
kansam News to the publisher (and not 
too late) and set up a new email ac-
count.  Be sure to check the staff page 
for this information.  
 
Thus, I have received repeat emails of 
articles for  Februaryõs issue.  The mail 
from our PMB has been forwarded and, 
hopefully, we are again on track.  As a 
reminder (for February at least) the 
Personal Mailbox address is:  
 
Arnold and Paulette Smith  
PMB 141, 100 N Dixieland Rd, #D -2 
Rogers, AR 72756  
 
On a more pleasant note:  Arnie and I 
have had more than our share of excit-
ing experiences during our month in 
Edinburg, TX.  Iõm anxious to share 
these with you as space permits.  We 
both agree that òsnowbirdingó gets a 
hearty thumbs -up from us.  
 
Have safe travels and many new 
friendships.  
 
Paulette  
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COSSATOT SAMS  
 

The Cossatot Sams held the December meeting at Nell Wilsonõs home on December 
18.  The meeting was called to order by President Bob Stuart.  Minutes were read 
and approved; the Treasurerõs Report was read and approved. 
 
Everyone enjoyed the deli tray and all the trimmings and dessert.  
 
Januaryõs meeting will be at Pear and Hermanõs home on January 15 at 5:00 PM.  
Clyde will cook fish; Nell, Rosemary, Pat, Edith, Liz, Kathryn, and Pearl will furnish 
dishes to accompany and meal service will be included.  
 
A motion to adjourn was made and seconded.  
 
Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to those celebrating.  
 
Pearl Brown  

BELLE POINT SAMS  
 
Belle Point Sams chapter members have now òthawed outó and realize that ò2010 is 
here,ó so we wish New Year Cheer.  To start the year off right, 22 of us met at Furrõs 
Cafeteria in Ft Smith to do what we do best ñeat!  Alice Horne got us started off by 
reading, òItõs Another Day,ó which reminded us of our fortune to be alive and made us 
aware of new beginnings.  
 
2009 was a wonderful year for all of us as we reflect back on the chapterõs activities.  
We barely had time to stay home when we consider that we had one scheduled camp-
out each month, one FIND (Food in Neat Diners) destination, and as always, one sum-
mer -long trip invitation from Gene & Sue Boone.  At the campouts we usually had 
handcrafted activities, games, and sometimes even a skit.  What fun!  No boredom 
anywhere.  
 
Now 2010 promises new things beginning with next monthõs February Freeze-out at 
the Tulsa Boat Show.  Hope it doesnõt literally freeze because Otis Edwards will defi-
nitely call that one off!  Too bad that some of our members have already gotten cold 
and headed south.  Ron & Nina Garland headed to Tennessee; now what were they 
thinking!  Gene Boone is the one who had the best idea.  He decided to have his other 
knee replaced so he could keep up with us this year.  Looks like we have plans now, 
so letõs put a jumpstart on our òNew Dayó and start marking our calendars for the ac-
tivities.  
 
Willie Mae Hill, Secretary  



Page 4                                  Arkansam News                                                                 2010  

GOOD SAM MALLARDS  
 
Good Sam Mallards met January 10 at Murryõs 
Restaurant in Hazen.  The meeting was called 
to order and guests welcomed.  
 
The 2010 Camping Host Roster should be 
amended to include Jerry & Jean Hosto and in 
April start with Carl Renken & Lorraine Doepel 
and continue in alphetical order.  Motion was 
made and seconded.  
 
The chapter will be serving the Ulm Civic Club 
the first Tuesday of the month in March, July 
and November.  
 
A thank you was read by Tom Blackwell from 
Ronald McDonald House Charities of Arkansas 
for our donation of pop tabs, paper products, 
sheets and soaps.  They raised over $3,500 
last year.  A thank you note was also read by 
Pat Havlik from the Wests for the memorial for 
their son -in-law Burris Rone.  Our deepest sym-
pathy to you and your family for your loss.  
 
Our thoughts, prayers and sincere sympathy 
are extended to Sharon Rush and family on the 
loss of our dear friend Harold Rush.  Haroldõs 
funeral was January 11 at Unity Baptist Church 
in DeWitt and burial in Crocketts Bluff Ceme-
tery.  The Good Sam Mallards served as Honor-
ary Pallbearers and lunch was prepared for the 
family.  
 
The February 12th meeting will be at the Bar -B-
Que in Ulm at 6:30 PM.  

SUGAR LOAF SAMS  
 
A meeting of Sugar Loaf Sams was called by President Paul Smith 
to install new officers and to vote in 4 new members.  Installation 
was conducted by Bob Carr at the Christmas party held at the 
Lake and River Inn conference room in Heber Springs on Decem-
ber 3rd.  There were 35 members and 8 guests present.  Fellow-
ship was enjoyed with chips, dips and other goodies brought by 
Pat Kellison prior to the delicious meal catered by Spunky Pig.  
 
New Officers:  President ñPaul Smith; VP ñJoe T. Rogers; Secre-
tary ñSandra McGinniss; Treasurer ñAnna Lee Hudson; Wagon-
master ñRich Kellison.  Pat Smith will be our òSunshine Ladyó for 
2010.  
 
 A wonderful slide show of the chapterõs 2009 campouts was put 
together by Reba Wallace.  Lots of great gifts were won and many 
door prizes given out.  Rich Kellison and James McGinniss accom-
panied as Christmas carols were sung led  by Pat Smith.  Follow-
ing a campout theme around a òcampfire,ó  Pat & Paul Smith en-
couraged each of us to tell about our Christmas or Holiday tradi-
tions which was very interesting and educational.  
 
Hal and May -Ann Potter and Allen and Margaret Hand were voted 
in as new members.  This was the first meeting for prospective 
members Harold and June Stribling.  Two guests were also pre-
sent.  
 
The next meeting will be at the Rustic Inn in Heber Springs on 
January 27 at 9:00 AM (breakfast).  The next campout will be in 
March at Bull Shoals for our Adopt A Park commitment.  Exact 
dates will be announced at the next meeting.  
 
Printed paper copies of this newsletter are being sent to each 
member this month.  Beginning with the February newsletter, you 
will have the option of receiving future newsletters by email or as 
a paper copy.  For email, please contact me at my new email ad-
dress:  sanjam8257@att.net  


